A HISTORY OF POLAND
His scheme of defence was one eminently practical for
a community like that of Poland, where the profession of
arms was traditional and hereditary to some hundreds of
thousands of nobles. He desired to divide the kingdom
into districts and circles, and to delegate to each circle
the defence of the country for a certain period of the
year. The plan was discussed with great interest both in
the Senate and the Diet, and the former approved it
highly. But the Senate represented the great landowners,
the chief sufferers from these raids. The Diet represented
the szlachta, the nobility upon whom would devolve the
personal military service. In the end the scheme was
rejected by the Diet.
A chain of strong frontier fortresses in the Ukraine, the
border territory through which these incursions were
made, would certainly have provided an efficient pro-
tection. An object lesson of the kind existed at Bar,
where a fortress had been built which formed a nucleus
of effective resistance to the raiders. There a flourishing
community had arisen, and lived in some sort of im-
munity, the Tatars learning in time to avoid so dangerous
a fighting centre. Other forts of the same kind might
easily have been established, but for the parsimony of die
Diets, and their tight hold upon the necessary money.
Later, as shall be shown, the task of border defence largely
devolved upon the Ukrainian Cossacks, who were
alternately driven by the oppressiveness of the great
Polish nobles into an alliance with the raiders.
Sigismund's struggles to procure money for necessary
works of administration and defence were naturally
hampered by exactions imposed by the Diets. At this
period in Polish history the szlachta were chiefly concerned
in limiting the rights and privileges of the burghers.
There are several instances recorded of the exclusion of
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